
Department of Population Ecology, Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Sciences offers 

Postdoctoral research position in PLANT-SOIL INTERACTIONS  
The position may start as soon as possible and will last at least until 31st December 2023. 

Multiple possibilities to extend are available.  

We are looking for a motivated postdoctoral researcher interested in joining our ongoing projects 

on plant-soil feedback (PSF). PSF research is rapidly gaining interest, especially in relation to 

climate change effects, determinants of plant species coexistence and the role of plant traits in 

these processes. The postdoc will specifically explore the importance of intra- and interspecific 

variation in plant species traits in predicting PSF outcomes and focus on the importance of PSF in 

species responses to climate change, two hot topics of current PSF research. The postdoc will 

primarily work on existing datasets on plant performance and biotic and abiotic soil components, 

but ambitions to design additional own experiments and prepare own projects related to the 

overall theme are encouraged. There is also a possibility to (co-)supervise students at various 

levels.  

We search a highly motivated and independent postdoctoral researcher interested in plant-soil 

interactions with very good analytical and paper writing skills. We welcome candidates also 

interested in starting their independent research projects within our group and staying with us 

past the postdoc period. Securing additional future funding will be encouraged. 

Application and project duration. The position may start as soon as possible and will last until 

31st December 2023 with the ambition to acquire funds to extend it. The position is full time, but 

other options may be negotiated. The applications will be evaluated on March 31st, later 

applications will be accepted in case the position remains unfilled. We are an equal 

opportunity employer and welcome applications from talented individuals from wide and diverse 

backgrounds. 

The Postdoc will be selected based on past publication record and analytical skills, experience 

with the topic, enthusiasm, motivation and possible vision on future independent research. 

We offer a young and friendly working group broadly interested in plant population biology, 

genetics and epigenetics with a strong focus on plant-soil interactions and climate adaptations. 

Our group consists of many early careers scientists with diverse, international backgrounds. We 

offer a competitive salary (by Central European standards) and freedom to suggest own topics 

within the broad topics of our research "https://www.ibot.cas.cz/popekol/language/en/projects-

category/biotic-interactions/". The successful candidate will enjoy working in a collaborative 

team, but must be highly self-motivated and work well independently. We have well equipped 

molecular and soil analytical labs, greenhouses, growth chambers and experimental garden to 

perform a wide range of experiments.  

Location. The postdoc will be situated at the Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Sciences 

situated in a large UNESCO heritage park at the outskirts of Prague (www.ibot.cas.cz), Czech 

Republic.  

Applications by email to Zuzana Münzbergová (zuzmun@natur.cuni.cz, orcid.org/0000-0002-4026-6220) with 

an attached CV, names of two referees, a full publication list, and cover letter stating their research interests and 

expertise and previous experience (summarized in a single pdf document, with a copy to ibot@ibot.cas.cz). The 

postdoc will be supervised by Zuzana Münzbergová in close collaboration with Dina in ‘t Zandt (orcid.org/0000-

0001-6487-0273), Eliška Kuťáková (orcid.org/0000-0003-1442-2848) and Tomáš Dostálek (orcid.org/0000-0002-

3681-5223). 
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